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Two new tech gadgets coming on Tech Night  
 
For the CKCS Tech Night on August 10, two of our key members will roll out a couple of new tech 
gadgets which you just might want to add to your must have list.  The program starts at 7 p.m. 
 
Jim McCormick is going to introduce us to his personal assistant, Alexa.  
She can talk about the weather, maybe play some music or read a book if requested.  

Alexa might keep him up on the latest sports scores or 
maybe traffic conditions.  How about adjusting the lights, 
or perhaps reordering items from Amazon?  Those are 
just a few of the tasks one might request of a personal 
assistant.  
 
Alexa is the cloud based voice service connected to Echo 
ï Amazon's newest must have.  Itôs a ñsmartò speaker.  Just say her name 
from across the room and she is ready to respond.  Why would you be 
interested?  Because you can have a personal assistant without a salary.  

This demo will likely cause you to add to your holiday wish list.   
 
Bob Brown will demonstrate one of his favorite toys, Google ChromeCast.  

He will show you how easy it is to watch your favorite entertainment or app from your 
phone, tablet or laptop on your TV.  If you like Netflix or 
YouTube, you will love this streaming device.  This tech 
gadget is an economical way to enhance your home 
entertainment.  You might just want to head to a nearby store 
to get one.   

 
CKCS is kicking-off a membership campaign this month, so bring a friend or family member and get a 
one-month extension to your membership.  If your guest joins by buying a membership, you will get to 
attend a workshop of your choice free-of-charge.  Workshop topics are still under development and will 
be announced later in the month.     CKCS   
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Membership / Publicity Committee  
 
Debby Giannini, Chairperson of the Membership/Publicity Committee, is 
leading the charge to get more members.  August is the beginning of the 
CKCS Membership Campaign. We would like to see membership up to 320 
by year's end. Last month our count was 289.  Quite a decline from our 
average of 315 over the last few years.  This is a trend that has to be turned 
around. 
 
The current Publicity Committee is working on this about face.  They have developed a plan to 
encourage members to bring family and friends to CKCS.  Each CKCS member who brings a person 
to a CKCS event or gets them to sign up for a class will be rewarded with an extra month on his / her 
membership.  Each CKCS member who gets someone to buy a membership will get to attend a 
workshop free of charge.  We are hoping that these incentives will bring more people in to see what 
we are all about.   
 
In addition to these efforts, committee members have instituted additional measures to get the word 
out.  Janet Cartmell, the Class Schedule Coordinator, has nailed down the class calendar early in 
order to get the schedule included in the community newspapers and monthly organizational 
newsletters.  If you know of an organization that has a newsletter and would include an article about 
CKCS classes, please let the committee know at CKCSlex@gmail.com. 
 
The members of the committee will continue publishing and distributing the class brochures, 
announcing classes and SIG's in the Lexington Herald-Leader, setting up photo exhibits in the 
Lexington Senior Citizen's Center, and publicizing classes in the CKCS Newsletter.  Several 
instructors will be speaking to community groups giving them a demonstration of what we teach.  Car 
magnets will be designed and available for members to display on their cars. 

 
Think about how you 
can help. Maybe it's a 
contact you have with 
an organization that 
would like a speaker 
or maybe you have 
experience in publicity 
and could give us 
ideas and contacts.  If 
everyone pitches in 
we will be able to 
meet our recruitment 
goal!  
 

 
The CKCS / Membership Publicity Committee 

From left, Mike Seiler, Carolyn Nichols, Debby Giannini (Committee Chair), 
Nancy Bowling, Joe Dietz, and Janet Cartmell.  Committee members not in 

picture: Larry Neuzel, Bob Brown, Boone Baldwin and Brooke Thomas 

mailto:president@ckcs.org
mailto:CKCSlex@gmail.com
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Office Supervisor Vacation  
 
The office supervisors will be taking a vacation the last two weeks of August (August 17-28).  Just 
because they won't be in the office does not mean that everything is canceled during these two 
weeks.  There are a few classes and SIGs that will be continuing throughout August so check the 
calendar or with the instructor or SIG leader. 
 

Like us on Facebook 
 
Check out our Facebook page.  This is a way to keep up to date on the happenings at CKCS.  We 
post pictures and schedules.  Don't miss out on the latest happenings!    CKCS 
 

 

 

Watch l ive streaming of selected SIG (workshop) sessions 
 
Since February, CKCS has offered members and guests an opportunity to view selected workshops, 
(SIGs) over the Internet.  This is intended to help those unable to attend in person a particular SIG of 
interest.  Of course, much is to be gained by attending in person, because class participation with the 
instructor and other members is possible, but not possible over the Internet.   
 
You are encouraged to create an icon on your desktop to link you to the CKCS ceiling-mounted 
camera.  Here is how you do that.   

1. Open your web browser and COPY this link into the address bar.  
www.dropcam.com/p/g5PGQK  (if you type ï it must be exactly as shown) 

2. You will likely get a black square stating THIS CAMERA IS MISSING IN ACTION.  That is 
because the camera is not turned on at that time.  

3. In the upper corner of the address bar will be a symbol like a lock or maybe an e  
4. Click on that symbol and drag it to your desktop.  It likely will say LIVE NOT 

FOUND ï NEST  Right click on those words and rename it to CKCS CAMERA 
5. That is all there is to it. 

 
Then next time you are unable to attend in person a workshop of interest just click on your desktop 
icon and once the camera is turned on, you may watch the projector screen LIVE.  Adjust your sound 
accordingly. 
 
While watching, you are encouraged to send an email to ckcslex@gmail.com ï include a message 
with your name.  Let us know you are watching and add any comment or suggestion you want. 
 
Not all workshops are broadcast live.  That is the decision of the workshop leader.      CKCS 

 
Return to contents page  
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Mac & iPad Article  
Time to uninstall Adobe Flash on your Mac? 

       Engineers scramble to patch vulnerabilities in the software   
 

By Kurt Jefferson,  

SIG Leader and Instructor for Mac & iPad topics 
 

 

 

ñThe Flash plugïin is notorious for being riddled with security flaws and other shortcomings. Yet 

itôs also one of the most popular pieces of software on the planet. What will it take to kill it?ò ð 

TechCentral in Why Adobe Flash Must Die, July 20, 2015 

 

ñThings have gotten worse lately as weôve learned even more about how insecure Flash can be.ò ð 

USA Today in How to bid Farewell to Flash, July 20, 2015 

 

ñAdobe Flash has come under fire yet again with the discovery of three new security holes that ï if left unpatched ï pose a big risk to 

your computer. In response, Mozilla earlier this week blocked Flash by default in its Firefox browser, one day after Facebookôs 

security chief called for Adobe to kill Flash once and for all. Security firms such as Trend Micro recommended disabling Flash.ò ð 

Standard Examiner in The Case for Disabling Adobe Flash, July 16, 2015 
 

  

 
In one single week in midïJuly, engineers 
with Adobe scrambled to patch 20 separate 
vulnerabilities in the companyôs Flash 
software.  
 
It got to the point where security experts 
were urging desktop and laptop computer 
users to remove Flash from their machines.  
 
AppleInsider wrote, ñFlash has become 
such an information security nightmare that 
Facebookôs Chief Security Office called on Adobe to sunset the platform as soon as possible and ask 
browser vendors to forcibly kill it off.ò  
 
AppleInsider provided instructions on how to remove the Adobe Flash plugïin from Macs and even 
provided a link for the uninstaller.  
 
Britainôs Daily Mail wrote, ñLeaked documents have revealed the program has a serious vulnerability 
that lets hackers take over anyoneôs computer.ò 
 
The folks at Mozilla went so far as to block every version of Adobeôs Flash Player from running in its 
very popular Firefox browser on Macs, Windows, and Linux systems.  
 

http://appleinsider.com/articles/15/07/13/its-time-to-uninstall-adobes-flash-from-your-mac---heres-how
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ñAll versions of 
Adobeôs Flash 
Player plugin are 
currently 
deactivated by 
default, until 
Adobe releases 
an updated 
version to 
address known 
critical security 
issues,ò Mozilla 
wrote on its 
support page.   
 
These are some 
of the very 
reasons that the 
late Steve Jobs 
announced more 
than five years 
ago that Adobe Flash would not run on Appleôs iPad, iPhone, or iPod touch mobile devices. 
 
In part, he wrote, ñSymantec recently highlighted Flash for having one of the worst security records in 
2009. We also know first-hand that Flash is the number one reason Macs crash. We have been 
working with Adobe to fix these problems, but they have persisted for years now. We donôt want to 
reduce the reliability and security of our iPhones, iPods, and iPads by adding Flash.ò 
 
Instead, Appleôs mobile devices use HTML 5, which is built into every modern browser and doesnôt 
require a plugïin.  
 
Macworldôs Glenn Fleishman wrote, ñWhat would we lose if we lost Flash? At this point, not much. 
Jobs was slightly ahead of his time, as he was with all things. But the Internet of 2015 can go Flashï

free overnightïin fact, it mostly has already.ò He 
concludes, ñNo one will mourn Flash. Itôs already 
dead.ò 
 
Brian Krebs wrote in his popular ñKrebs on Securityò 
blog, ñIf you were on the fence about removing or 
disabling Flash altogether, now would be a great time 
to reconsider. I recently blogged about my experience 
doing just that, and found I didnôt miss the program 
much at all after a month without it.ò He adds, ñIn 
almost 30 days, I only ran into just two instances 
where I encountered a site hosting a video that I 
absolutely needed to watch and that required Flash  

 

click this link     Kurt Jefferson   MAC  and iPad column CONTINUED c
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July Tech Night moved to the CKCS parking lot 
 
The weather all day on July 13 had been mostly gloomy with rain off and on.  However, it cleared up 
and dried out just in time for an outside Tech Night presentation all about drones.  First, Jaime 
Simpson, the owner of Compu-Tech Solutions, began with a discussion in the workshop room about 
the nuisances of the use of drones and the regulations under which they may be used.  After a 
question session, the group moved outside to see the drone fly above the CKCS parking lot. 
 
Members watched as Jaime used a sophisticated remote control which has a TV screen which 
monitors the high-tech drone camera and a built in GPS which can automatically bring it back to a 
position near the remote in case it gets out of sight of the operator.   
 
The pictures on 
this page were 
taken during the 
flight.   
 
The drone kept 
the full attention 
of all members 
and may have 
resulted in a few 
strained necks.   

The view from the 
droneôs camera was 
recorded on an SD card 
and after the flight, the 
group returned to the 
workshop room to view 
the drones ócamera- eye 
viewô of the flight .   

The amazing thing is that the 
movie the drone takes is so 
stable (almost looks like it 
was on a tripod) even though 
the drone often automatically 

sways adjusting for wind currents.   
 

You may view two versions of the actual drone flight, thanks to the work of two of our talented 
members. 
Mike Sieler took the 12 minute long version of the drone camera video and edited it into four 
segments (about four minutes total). Click here: http://1drv.ms/1GGuTv2  .  This view will only be 
available until July 31.  These videos take several seconds to óloadô so be patient. 
Bob Brown put eight minutes of the flight on YouTube, divided into two segments; click here for that 
view:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTzuaNtHSE41GyV28EGZtyQ.  The FAA limits drone flights to a 
maximum of 400 feet.  In the FLIGHT 2 video, the drone climbed to an estimated 100 feet for a view 
of traffic on Nicholasville Road and many parked autos on the Don Jacobôs lot.   CKCS  

Return to contents page  
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