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LEARN MORE ON TECH NIGHT AT CKCS 

Home /  business security 

system offers peace of mind 
On the November Tech Night presentation, our 
friends at Kentucky Trade will show an economical 
way for you to monitor what goes on at your home 
or business, even when you are not there.  The 
demonstration will be by Freddy Peralta ( at right ), 
Kentucky Trade Owner with an assistant.  The 
presentation will be at the CKCS Resource Center 
on November 8 starting at 7:00 PM.   
 
A home or business owner is able to remotely 
watch what is going on, using the internet, from 
anywhere.  The live images may be viewed on 
your TV, computer, a laptop or even your smart 
cell phone.  Freddy will bring a typical surveillance 
kit for you to examine.  
There will be valuable door prizes.   
 

All members 
are 
encouraged 
to attend and 
bring a guest 
who may be 
interested in 
learning more about security systems available 
for both home and office.  CKCS

 

 

Pictured are a computer monitor view, a cell phone view and two types of cameras. 

Central Kentucky Computer Society 
CKCS Resource Center, 160 Moore Drive, Suite 107, Lexington, Kentucky, 40503 (859) 373-1000 www.ckcs.org 



2 November  2010 

 

 

              MEMBERSHIP  CORNER  

                 By  David  Highet  

 
Just about a month ago, I 
completed two weeks of 
working with a group of 6000 
volunteers to put on the 2010 
Alltech World Equestrian 
Games.  Almost every one of 
them used a home computer 
daily to communicate with 
their supervisors to get their  

schedules and instructions.  The Internet was the prime 
means of communication used by the WEG supervisory 
personnel to communicate with their volunteers.   

 
Of course, I did not have a chance to meet each one of the 
6000 volunteers personally, but I did meet quite a few during 
my time working there.  Even though most of the volunteers 
were computer users, not one that I met was a member of 
CKCS, but worse still, none had even heard of the Central 
Kentucky Computer Society.   
 
We have work to do, and a very large number of fellow computer users to talk to.  We need to 
remember what CKCS does for us, and what it can do for our friends and neighbors. 

 
Membership in the Central Kentucky Computer Society provides a person so many ways to learn, 
and have hands on experience with computers that it should be a privilege to be a member rather 
than an option.  To me it is a privilege to be a member.  What makes it a privilege is that as a member 
I have the opportunity to meet and learn from members who are true experts in their fields.  While 
working and learning from them, I am also working and learning from other members who may not be 
experts and who are benefiting as much as I, from the learning experience.   

 
Where else could I go to get the quality and depth of computer training and experience for just the 
minimal cost of my membership dues to CKCS?  The answer of course is nowhere.  As members of 
CKCS we share the benefits of being able to keep up to date on all aspects of the ever-changing 
world of computer technology.  For example, as members of CKCS we were able to learn about the 
features of Windows 7 before it was even announced.  At all times we have access to learn and keep 
up to date on any of the changes in the computer world that are going to eventually affect us, either in 
the workplace or in our daily lives.   

 
As members of the Central Kentucky Computer Society, we truly have a head start on the rest of 
computer users and enthusiasts in the community.  Take a moment to think about it; all it costs us is 
the annual membership fee.  For the cost of taking your special person out to dinner and a movie (for 
which you may pay more) you receive the full benefits of membership in a professional society where 
you have the opportunity of first class training on computer topics.  Just as important, here, you will 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A group of WEG volunteers walks to 
their duty assignments at 6 A.M. 

Photo by CKCS member Jerry Markussen 
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meet and make special friendships with other members with the same interests and aspirations as do 
you.  The lifetime friendships you make alone are worth the minimal membership dues you pay. 

 
Isnôt membership in the Central Kentucky Computer Society something that you want to share with all 
of your friends, neighbors and business associates?  Wouldnôt you like to attend a meeting, SIG, or 
computer class with your best friend or neighbor?  If your best friend had something as good as 
CKCS in their life, wouldnôt you want them to share it with you?  Donôt keep the benefits you share as 
a member of CKCS to yourself.  Share them with your friends and neighbors.  Tell them about the 
good things you experience as a member of CKCS.  Help the Central Kentucky Computer Society to 
stay alive and grow by bringing in new members.  Bring your best friend or neighbor to the next 
CKCS event you attend.  Let them experience the CKCS environment for themselves as you do. 

 
Remember, where would you be without CKCS?  What if you had no place to go without paying 

expensive tuition to learn the skill necessary for you to keep up in the workplace or with your special 

interest or hobby?  That could very easily happen.  The Central Kentucky Computer Society has to 

grow in membership.  We need more members to help us to pay the bills.  Even though the Central 

Kentucky Computer Society is a non-profit organization, it costs dollars to keep the doors open.  We 

have bills to pay.  It takes little of your time to share your experiences 

at CKCS with your friends and neighbors.  Tell them about the 

benefits of membership.  Bring them to the next event you attend at 

CKCS.  Let them see for themselves the benefits of membership.  

Encourage them to become members of CKCS, help them sign up. CKCS
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There is a revolution 
taking place in computing 
 

By Joe Isaac, Windows SIG Leader 
Joe.isaac@ckcs.org  

 
The computing world is rapidly changing, with our hardware and software offering more power and 
features than ever before.  You need to hang on tight, because the computer world is changing so 
fast.  Below and eight remarkable changes that are available now or in the immediate future.   
 
 
 

1.  RAM:  DDR2 vs DDR3 
Some new computers have DDR2 memory, some DDR3 
memory.  If it has DDR2 the advertisements usually just read 
RAM 4GB.  If it is DDR3 the ad usually will read RAM 4GB 
DDR3.  DDR3 is almost twice as fast as DDR2.   
 
 
 
 

2.  FASTER PORTS 
USB 3 is 10 times faster than USB 2.0 
 
Transfer of a 25GB HD movie:  
*USB 1.0: 9.3 hours  
*USB 2.0: 13.9 minutes    speed 480Mbps 
*USB 3.0: 70 seconds      speed 5000Mbps  
 
USB 3.0 uses one-third of the power of a USB 2.0, And it's backward compatible,"  
 

USB New SuperSpeed 3.0 Finally Arrives  
Adoption is faster than with previous versions -- but we want more, now. Here's why. 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/186566/usb_30_finally_arrives.html?tk=nl_dnx_h_crawl  

 
 
 
 

3.  BIOS CHANGE 
Soon BIOS (Basic input/output system) will be replaced by  UEFI, ( Unified Extensible Firmware) and 
your PC will boot almost instantly.  It will be the default in new PCs by 2011. 
 
The primary function of the BIOS is to load and start an operating system. When the PC starts up, it 
will initialize, then identify system devices such as the video display card, the keyboard, mouse and 
hard disk. 

 
Memory/RAM Rated Speed 
DDR2              400-800 Mbps  
DDR3              800-1600 
Mbps 
 

mailto:Joe.isaac@ckcs.org
http://www.pcworld.com/article/186566/usb_30_finally_arrives.html?tk=nl_dnx_h_crawl
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4.  NEW FOR THE INTERNET.   
HTML5  (Hypertext Markup Language) is the next major version, changes how 
browsers can handle video.  It is a big improvement over Adobe Flash, which is 
resource intensive, causes browser crashes, and is exploited by malware.  When you 
visit YouTube, Hulu or a thousand other sites, you are seeing Flash.   
 
 
 
 

5.  EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Government plans upgrade from IPv4 (32-bit addressing scheme) to IPv6 (128-bit addressing 
scheme) by 2014.  We need more room for email addresses. 
 
 
 

6.  WINDOWS LIVE ESSENTIALS 2011: 
Includes Mail, Photo Gallery, Movie Maker, etc. 
 
Now you can pin your applications to the taskbar and use jump lists to quickly 
get to common tasks.  Has a ribbon for a menu bar. 
 
 
 

7.  INTERNET EXPLORER 9 -- IT'S A COMPLETELY NEW INTERFACE 
The Internet Explorer 9 (IE9 or I9) was downloaded more than two million times in the first 48 hours. 
 
Look how clean your web page is before going to a site. 
Attention: the address bar doubles as a search bar  
 

HTML5 may add another component to IE 9's quickness.  A new (and still-emerging) standard, 

HTML5 allows Web designers to bring animation to their sites without relying on Adobe Flash 

or Microsoft's Silverlight. 

 

It promises to usher in a new era of Internet browsing.  It will make it easier for users to view 

multimedia content without downloading extra software, check email offline, or find a favorite 

restaurant or shop on a smart phone. 

 

Itôs going to change everything about the Internet and the way we use it today.  It's not just 

HTML 5.  It's the new Web and it is faster than a speeding bullet.  It uses the Whole PC to 

Browse the Web. 

 
Bing has incorporated HTML5 into their site to give users the experience of a moving image as they 
search. 

8.  SSD  Solid-state drives (SSD)  
Redefine your hard drive.  Use less power, enjoy faster performance. 
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From this:                                                                     To this: 

 

 

SSD drives, coming in 32GB, 64GB and 128GB capacities.   Sounds normal, until you realize that 

these puppies pack a mean 230MB/s read and 170MB/s write speed.  However, they won't come 

cheap. .       CKCS
 

 

 
 

 

 

NNoott  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ??    

WWee  iinnvviittee  yyoouu  ttoo  jjooiinn  CCKKCCSS..  

  
(Now a member ï be sure to renew.  Here is how)  

 
 
 

 

1. Click on this link http://www.ckcs.org/join/ and fill out the form. ( if that doesnôt work, go to 

www.ckcs.org and click on JOIN NOW ) - - or 
 

2. Call (859) 373-1000 and a friendly office supervisor will be glad to help you - - or 
 

3. Stop by the CKCS Resource Center at 160 Moore Drive, Lexington, 40503 
ééééééééOffice hours Monday through Friday, 10 AM to 4 PMéééééééééé 

 

http://www.ckcs.org/join/
http://www.ckcs.org/
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Presidentôs Comments 

 

By Mike Seiler, CKCS President 
mj.seiler@yahoo.com  

 

TECH NIGHT OCTOBER 
 

Octoberôs Tech Night featured Mary Molinaro.   She talked about how you 
should back up data from your computer.  Did you know that every time you 
save a picture file you lose pixel data in the process?  You should always 
save the original copy, then make backups of it to modify.  Also, any 
medium used to back up data that is shiny (i.e. CDôs and DVDôs) will lose 

data over time.  If you missed the October Tech Night you missed hearing about these ideas and 
many more about saving your computer data.   
 
TECH NIGHT NOVEMBER 
 

Novemberôs Tech Night will be given by KY Trade.  Freddy Peralta, one of KY Tradeôs owners, and 
company will talk about home surveillance.  Following is an outline of what they will do during their 
presentation: 
 

KY Trade has been working on this field because it is an extension of home computing (and networking). 
The home DVRs (Digital Video Recorders) do not require a computer to work but they are pretty much 
based on computer stuff and link (network) to computers via their built-in Ethernet NIC. 
 
During their presentation, they will be discussing: 
- IP and CCDs systems 
- Components of a CCD Home Surveillance System: the DVR, Cameras, Cables, and displays 
- Accessing the DVRs from the house and from the outside 

¶ Home networking basics: IPs, routers and port forwarding 

¶ Dynamic DNS 

¶ Internet browsers and specialty programs 

¶ Smartphone 
 
The presentation will have quite a bit of hands-on:  they will bring some surveillance systems and will 
allow everybody to check them out. 

 
DOOR PRIZE ï A FREE INSTALLATION 
 

Finally, they will have some door prizes and a grand prize consisting of a Free Home 
Installation of a DVR System, a $500.00 value! 

 
Hope to see you at our Novemberôs tech night on Monday, November 8, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
 

We are nearing that time of year when many people donate money to their favorite charities.  Did you 

know that any donation given to CKCS is tax deductible?  We hope you will consider CKCS when you 

decide to give.  Any amount you give will be appreciated, and will strengthen and further the goals of 

your computer society.   CKCS
 

mailto:mj.seiler@yahoo.com
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KENTUCKY  TRADE  IS  A  CORPORATE  SPONSOR  OF  CKCS  
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Tip of the day by Joe Dietz    j.dietz@aol.com  

How to put a Picture into a Shape  

 
 

 

Here  is  a  quick  and  

easy  way  to  cut  a  

picture  into  a  shape  

using  the  preset  shapes  

in  Paint  Shop  Pro.  
 

 
 

Here's  How:  

1.  Open  the  picture  you  want  to  cut  out.   

2.  In  the  layers  palette,  right  click  on  the  background  and  choose  "Promote  Background  Layer"   

3.  Select  the  preset  Shape  Tool  and  choose  a shape  for  your  cutout.  I  am  using  the  heart  shape  
that  comes  with  Paint  Shop  Pro.   

4.  Click  and  drag  inside  the  image  to  create  the  heart  shape.   

5.  Using  the  handles  that  surround  the  shape,  adjust  the  size,  rotation  and  position  of  the  heart,  
if  desired.   You can  reduce  the  opacity  of  the  vector  layer  while  you  do  this  so you  can  better  

see how  the  shape  is positioned  in  relation  to  the  picture  in  the  layer  below.   

6.  When  you  are  happy  with  the  position  of  the  shape,  go  to  Selections  >  From  Vector  Object.   

7.  Then go to  Image  >  Crop  to  selection.   

8.  Delete  or  hide  the  vector  shape  layer.   

9. Now  you  can  copy  and  paste  the  cutout  image  to  use  it  in  another  document.     CKCS 

 

mailto:j.dietz@aol.com
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VIDEOS / SHOWS TO WATCH 
Just click on link below or paste the link into your web browser 

 
Royal Guard of Norway  

http://sorisomail.com/email/16993/exibicao-de-banda-militar--um-espectaculo-imperdivel.html  
-- Furnished  by  CKCS member  Former  CKCS Member  Harvey  Shack elford  

Pumpkins are Big Catôs toys 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcT4paZfflg&feature=fvwk  

Furnished  by  CKCS member  Carl  Peter  

Singing anesthesiologists 
t http://nottotallyrad.blogspot.com/2009/11/waking-up-is-hard-to-do.html 

Furnished  by  CKCS member  Lilly  Crawley  

 

Most unusual vehicle ï brings a smile on your face 
 http://www.ktuu.com/news/ktuu-radio-flyer-car-092910,0,1784245.story 

Furnished  by  CKCS member  Carl  Peter  

Moving B I G equipment              ( movie is 4
th
 item down. It is 10 minutes long  but at least watch part of this ) 

http://www.waltercedric.com/component/content/article/316-fantastic/1792-do-you-have-something-
big-to-move.html  

Furnished  by  CKCS member  Ted Mellinger  

German Girls demo Bicycle skills  

http://wimp.com/bicycleskill/ 
Furnished  by  CKCS member  Ted Mellinger  

Flowers ï are they really?  
http://www.funnrock.com/funblog/2010/09/body-art-incredible-beautiful-flowers-are-all-made-up-of-

people/  
Furnished  by  CKCS memb er  Eva Jacobs  

Flying Lawnmower 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26PpA1kFIWw 

Furnished  by  CKCS member  Carl  Peter  

Wall art that tricks your eyes  
http://twistedsifter.com/2010/04/trompe-loeil-incredible-3d-wall-art-by-john-pugh/  

Furnished  by  CKCS member  Mal  Gill  

General information on hundreds of things  
http://refdesk.com  

Furnished  by  CKCS member  Gene  Wheeler  

A very unique mode of transportation 

http://www.ktuu.com/news/ktuu-radio-flyer-car-092910,0,1784245.story 
Furnished  by  CKCS member  Ted Mellinger  

Unintended loop during takeoff   
http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v288/UncleBob1/Movies/Movies/?action=view&current=F-
35VerticalTakeoffLoop.mp4&newest=1   

Furnished  by  CKCS member  Carl  Peter  

Watch the amazing catch by the BALL GIRL! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ps2Swv8dhu4  

Furnished  by  Sarah  Auvenshine   
Furnished  by  CKCS member  Carl  Peter      CKCS 

 

http://sorisomail.com/email/16993/exibicao-de-banda-militar--um-espectaculo-imperdivel.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcT4paZfflg&feature=fvwk
http://nottotallyrad.blogspot.com/2009/11/waking-up-is-hard-to-do.html
http://www.ktuu.com/news/ktuu-radio-flyer-car-092910,0,1784245.story
http://www.waltercedric.com/component/content/article/316-fantastic/1792-do-you-have-something-big-to-move.html
http://www.waltercedric.com/component/content/article/316-fantastic/1792-do-you-have-something-big-to-move.html
http://wimp.com/bicycleskill/
http://www.funnrock.com/funblog/2010/09/body-art-incredible-beautiful-flowers-are-all-made-up-of-people/
http://www.funnrock.com/funblog/2010/09/body-art-incredible-beautiful-flowers-are-all-made-up-of-people/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26PpA1kFIWw
http://twistedsifter.com/2010/04/trompe-loeil-incredible-3d-wall-art-by-john-pugh/
http://refdesk.com/
http://www.ktuu.com/news/ktuu-radio-flyer-car-092910,0,1784245.story
http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v288/UncleBob1/Movies/Movies/?action=view&current=F-35VerticalTakeoffLoop.mp4&newest=1
http://smg.photobucket.com/albums/v288/UncleBob1/Movies/Movies/?action=view&current=F-35VerticalTakeoffLoop.mp4&newest=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ps2Swv8dhu4
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Do you need to access your home /  
office computer while on the road? 
 

Is there is an easy way to access your home computer when you travel?   

 

Yes!  Just use this friendly program that makes it easy to access, remotely, your home computer from 

wherever you are in the world.  The only thing you need is 

an internet connection.  The program is LOG ME IN 

www.logmein.com and it is free which you can expand to a 

paid version if the program is useful and you like it.  (Works 

with both Windows and Mac computers. ) 

 

It is simple to set up and use.  You install the Log Me In program on your desktop computer and 

establish an account with a password.  Your desktop computer needs to be left on while you travel. 

 

Using your laptop or a guest computer, you access the Log Me In site with a password and use the 

password to get access to your desktop (home/office) computer.  You may remotely run computer 

programs on your desktop.  You can access, manage, manipulate, transfer and share your 

documents, modify and save document and print on the desktop printer or remote printer.  In addition 

to files, you have access to your photos, financial records, videos and music from your remote site. 

 

It is a snap.  Give it a try.  Questions:  j.heaton@ckcs.org    Thanks to Kentucky Trade for this tip.   CKCS 

 
 

  

http://www.logmein.com/
mailto:j.heaton@ckcs.org
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OCTOBER DIGITAL IMAGING SIG  

Classification:  STATUES AND MONUMENTS 

PHOTO CONTEST WINNER 

Gettysburg  

By Jay Hopkins  

When the digital imaging SIG meets, they conduct a photo competition among CKCS members, 
however there will be no contest in November or December ï see NEWS TO USE on page 15.   
Check your December CKCS newsletter for the classification for the next contest.   
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ÏWelcome  

 New   

Members Ï 
 

 

The Central Kentucky Computer Society welcomes the following new members 
whose applications were processed from September 26th to October 24th 2010. 
 

 
Roseanna Carmickle  

Janet  Cartmell  
Patricia  Holt  

 
 

A special thank you to the following members who renewed their membership 
during this reporting period. 

 
Josephine  F Daugherty  

Jim  Geeding 
Kenneth  J Henry  

Betty  Hughes 
Thomas M Lamm 

Ramona McGlennon 
Mark H Neville  

Audenna B Phillips  
James G And Helen H Pope 

Bud Ratliff  
Judy  Woods 

 
 
 

Information provided by CKCS Secretary Ben Rice    CKCS
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News to use 
 

Word  Processing SIG on vacation  this  month   
 
The first Tuesday is normally the time for the Word Processing SIG, however in November letôs take a 
holiday.  No Word Processing SIG in November.  Remember, the first Tuesday, is November 2nd and 
that is ELECTION DAY, so be sure you study the candidates and take time to vote.  The WP SIG will 
be back on schedule in December, except, there will only be an afternoon session in December since 
UK plays basketball that night (Tuesday, Dec 7).  If you have a WP question during November, feel 
free to contact the SIG leader, using jerry.heaton@ckcs.org .      
 

Andro id Invasion  
 
A tiny piece of software created by a few Google engineers is ushering in the mobile revolution and 
reshaping the fortunes of the worldôs biggest tech companies.  Daniel Lyons in Newsweek magazine 
stated ñThe mobile revolution may be the biggest wave ever to hit the world of 
computing.  Just as mainframes gave way to minicomputers , which in turn gave way 
to personal computers, the PC now is being displaced by smart phones and tablets.  
By 2013, a decade after smart phones were launched, there will be 1 billion of them in 
the world, roughly the number of PCs that exist today, three decades after that 
machines introduction.  These devices will reach into the furthest corners of the world.  By next year, 
5 billion mobile phones will be in service, out of a total world population of 7 billion, according to 
Yankee Group, a high tech research firm.ò  (Newsweek Oct 11, 2010) 
 

No Digital  Imaging SIG in  November . 
 
There will be no Digital photography meeting in November since that date is so close to 
Thanksgiving.  ñEveryone should stay home with family and eat lots of Turkey!ò said Joe Dietz, SIG 
leader.  Due to the Christmas holidays, the December SIG will also be cancelled.  
Joe.dietz@ckcs.org . 
 

Google working  to reproduce  Dead Sea Scrolls 
According to multiple sources, the 2000 year-old Dead Sea Scrolls will get their own Google database 
and be available electronically by late 
2011.  The refined images were shot with 
a high-tech infrared camera NASA uses 
for space imaging. It helped uncover 
sections of the scrolls that have faded 
over the centuries and become 
indecipherable.  So brush up on your Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek and enjoy the read.    

Contributed by CKCS Board Member Larry Mitchum  

mailto:jerry.heaton@ckcs.org
mailto:Joe.dietz@ckcs.org
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Corporate  Sponsors 
 

The CKCS Board of Directors approved a classification of óCORPORATE SPONSORô for those 
computer type organizations who may choose to advertise in our monthly newsletter.  The first of 
those ads appears in earlier pages of this newsletter.  We are grateful for organizations who support 
your organization. 
 
Kentucky Trade Computer Services readily agreed to be the first in our Corporate Sponsor 
classification.  CKCS and Kentucky Trade have long since worked in tandem.  Both organization were 
formed the same year, 26 years ago and last year celebrated their 25th birthday at the Resource 
Center.  Kentucky Trade will be conducting our November Tech Night presentation on November 8. 
 
Members are encouraged to visit and thank our corporate sponsors.  Be sure you carry your 

membership card with you to enjoy discounts our corporate sponsors offer.     

 

Advice from Dr. Fixit  
 

Norm Funk, CKCSôs Dr. Fixit SIG leader, advises CKCS members to update to the latest versions 

of: 

 

Adobe Flash, 

Adobe Acrobat Reader and 

Java 

 

There are a multitude of email, web, 

and Malware/Virus based attacks 

that are designed to take advantage 

of older versions of these 

applications, which have not been 

updated.  Adobe and Sun are 

spending millions of dollars and time 

trying to fix the problems found with 

their software but if you do not 

update to the latest version you may 

still be at risk.  

 

Please check the list of installed 

programs on your computer for old versions of Java you may be able to clear out 500 or 600 

megabytes of space from your PC.  Please run the windows update utility and ensure that your PC 

has the latest software from Microsoft as well.        

 

Dr. Fixit may be reached for questions or assistance using norm.funk@yahoo.com      CKCS 

mailto:norm.funk@yahoo.com
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CKCS Q&A 
by Bob Brown 
Vice President, CKCS 

 
 

To submit a question send an email to ckcsq@yahoo.com and 
put ñQuestionò in the subject line.  If we can figure out the 
answer to your question we will print it in the next newsletter 
issue, assuming space is available. 
 
Since I am pretty sure I don't know all the answers, I will seek help from other CKCS 
members or any other resource that I can find. 
 

 
 
  

    Where do files go and how do they get lost? 

 
 

       As the total number of files in a computer grows it can become more and 
more difficult to find a particular file saved days or months ago.  Also contributing 

to the problem are software and hardware products that create files on their own 
without user input. 
 
As computers have become more complex the numbers and kinds of files has 
exploded.  Many software tools (for example, word processors or photograph editors) 
have default systems of file naming and folder grouping they will use if the users do not 
actively take charge.  This is intended by the manufacturers to be helpful but since not 
all products conform to the same rules, they may be contributing to the problem rather 
than the solution.  When files are copied from outside sources such as DVDs or 
websites, the filenames and folders are usually inherited from the source.    
 
All the many different ways files can acquire their names and the different groupings 
(structures of folders) can be overwhelming to a user who just wishes to get work 
done.   
 
As of yet there is no foolproof solution to the problem, so, one needs to learn each the 
schemes used by each operating system and software product.  If a different or 
consistent set of rules is desired then it is up to the user to do it. 

Q 
A 
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There are as many ways to deal with files as there are people.  It is a very personal 
issue.  Here are some ideas that I recommend. 
 
Learn how to use Windows Explorer.  This product is free with every Windows version 
and changes very little from one release to the next.  It is called a ñfile managerò and 
allows you to have individual control over the files on your computer disk drives, flash 
drives, DVDs and most other file storage devices.  Windows Explorer can do anything 
to files except alter their contents.  It can delete, rename, move, or copy files.  It can 
create or delete folders.  It can regroup files into different folders.  It is the Swiss Army 
Knife of file management. 
 
Create a folder structure on your main disk drive intended to contain all the files you 
create or bring into your computer other than programs or system files.  Start by 
creating a top-level folder that will be the master container for all of your files and 
folders.  In real life, you probably will find some reasons to ignore this idea, but if you 
set this as your goal and violate it only rarely you will probably be happier. 
 
Name your master folder a short name beginning with a numeric digit.  The digit will 
make the folder appear near the top in Windows Explorer's list of all folders and files 
(numbers come before letters in alphabetical sort order).  Keep the name short 
because you are going to have to type it many times in the next several years.  (I use 
my initials).   
 
Make subfolders with topical names that include the subject areas they are intended to 
contain.  Suggestions are ñFamilyò, ñHealthò, ñFinancesò, ñHouseholdò, ñHobbyò, etc.  
Obviously, you would save health related files under the ñHealthò folder.  If there are a 
lot of them you may wish to make lower level folders under ñHealthò for specific 
subtopics.  The point is to build a logical, tree shaped structure that should make it 
easier to find a file long after you have forgotten where you put it.  You may also 
precede these names with a digit or two to make them sort into a preferred order. 
 
To make backups of your data all you need to do is copy the top-level folder to your 
backup device and all sub-ordinate files and folders will be copied.  If you buy a new 
computer, it will be easier to move your files from the old to the new disk drive. 
 
When you import files or create files make sure they are saved in the appropriate place 

within your structure.  Try to never let a software product store files into a ñdefaultò 

place ï this is almost never to your benefit.  CKCS
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The  Mac  Column  
By Kurt Jefferson,  Mac SIG leader   lextown2@gmail.lcom 

 

Apple Announces the Mac App Store  
 
Say goodbye DVD.   
 
Say hello to electronic software downloads for your Macintosh  via the allïnew 
Mac App Store. 
 
By early 2011, Mac users may 
begin buying and installing new 
software for their computer via 
the Mac App Store introduced in 
late October during an Apple 
event called ñBack to the Mac.ò  
 
Details of the Mac Apple Store here: 
http://www.apple.com/mac/app-store/.   
 
This is familiar territory for Apple 
iPhone, iPad, and iPod Touch 
users.   
But itôs a first for Macintosh 
users.      
 
On October 20th, Macworldôs 
Dan Frakes wrote that an App 
Store for the Mac was really big 
news.   
 
ñI think the announcement of the Mac App Storeðavailable for Snow Leopard, according to Apple, 
within the next 90 daysðwill turn out to be the biggest news for the typical Mac user,ò Frakes wrote.   
 

He added, ñLetôs face it: installing and updating software is the worst 
part of the Mac experience.  If you hear about a program you like, 
you need to find the developerôs Website, locate a download link, and 
download it.  If the download is an installer package, you must first 
unzip the package, then doubleïclick the installer, then go through 
the installerôs steps.  If the download is an OS X disk image, the 
installation process is even more tediousïand, for many users, even 
more confusing.ò 
 
Frakes adds is it any wonder that nonïtechie Mac users fail to 
regularly install new software or update their current applications? 
 
He says the opposite is true for iPhone and iPad users.  Those folks, 
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he says, regularly, if not obsessively, download new applications and update their installed programs.  
The reason they do this, Frakes says, is because the operating system running on both the iPhone 
and iPad, called iOS, ñmakes it deadïsimple.ò  
 
Now that simplicity is coming to Mac OS X.   
 
I agree with Frakes.  This is actually huge news of which many Mac users are not aware.  Since you 
read this column, youôre ahead of the curve.  This is yet another way in which Apple is changing the 
technology industry.   
 
For years, software firms have been selling us CDs and DVDs in giant boxes with heavy instruction 
manuals.  This is a game changer.   
 
Appleôs CEO Steve Jobs pointed out that you still will be able to download and install software in the 
traditional manner should you choose.  But the Mac App Store is another option for Mac users.  It will 
offer both free and paid software. 
 
For years, Iôve used both www.macupdate.com and www.versiontracker.com to find updates for 
programs installed on my Macs.  But itôs still a time consuming process.  The Mac App Store will 
greatly streamline the process.   
 
Read Dan Frakeôs Macworld article here: http://tinyurl.com/2dbptw9 
   
 
Related articles: 
 
 
The Eight Technologies that Steve Jobs Killed Yesterday 
http://tinyurl.com/25tj37o 
 
Mac App Store to sell iLife and iWork Mac apps individually 
http://tinyurl.com/2bxlaa3 
 
Devs voice concerns over Mac App Store Terms 
http://tinyurl.com/2ube92l 

 
Mac app store to sell individual iLife apps?  
http://tinyurl.com/39j9nqw 
 
  

    

 

Mac by the numbers  
  
At Appleôs Oct 20th ñBack to the Macò event, company leaders released enough numbers to make 
your head swim.  All Things Digital crunched the figures: 
  

¶ 13.7 million Macs were sold in fiscal year 2010 

http://www.macupdate.com/
http://www.versiontracker.com/
http://tinyurl.com/2dbptw9
http://tinyurl.com/25tj37o
http://tinyurl.com/2bxlaa3
http://tinyurl.com/2ube92l
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¶ The Mac claims 20 percent of the U.S.  retail market (according to research firm NPD) 

¶ There are 600,000 Mac software developers 

¶ The number above is growing by 30,000 per month 

¶ Mac customer satisfaction is highest in the industry 

¶ 318 Apple Stores (including one in Fayette Mall) now operate in eleven countries 

¶ Apple retail stores sold 2.8 million Macs last year 

¶ 50 percent of those Macs were sold to firstïtime Mac buyers 

¶ The Mac has outgrown the Windows PC market for 18 straight quarters 
 
Read more Mac numbers in the Digital Daily column by John Paczkowski: 
http://tinyurl.com/2eyb25m 
 

 

Apple Intros upcoming Mac OS X Lion  
 

       TidBits: Apple Offers a Glimpse of Mac OS X Lion:    
                     http://db.tidbits.com/article/11682 

 
By this next summer, millions of Mac users may be running a Lion on 
their computers.  Not a real lion, but one of Appleôs big cats.  Thatôs 
the name of Appleôs upcoming Mac operating system: Lion.   
 
Apple names its OS X after big felines: Snow Leopard, Leopard, 
Tiger, Panther, Jaguar, and Cheetah.  Those are the names of the 

operating software Mac users have been running since March 2001.   
 
In late October, Steve Jobs previewed Lion, the next version of Mac OS X to a large group of 
reporters huddled in California.   
 
Apple used Mac OS X to help create iOS, the operating systems running on the iPhone, iPod Touch 
and iPad.  So now the company used what it learned from iOS to improve OS X. 
 
Lion will bring fullïscreen support for programs.  This is very similar to the way apps work on the 
iPad.  Mac users will be able to perform a single click and enter ñfull screen mode.ò  
 
The iOS inspired another new feature of Lionðsupport for multitouch gestures.  If you use a Mac 
laptopôs trackpad, a Magic Mouse or Magic trackpad, youôll be able to swipe your fingers on those 
devices and perform certain operations on your screen.  Gestures are all ready popular in Snow 
Leopard but Lion will take it to another level. 
 
Look for another new feature in Lion called Launchpad.  This is an option that gives a Mac user quick 
access to every application program on his or her machine.    
 
One feature announced in late October is all ready available.  Itôs called Facetime for Mac, which 
allows Mac users to make video calls with iPhone 4 and iPod Touch users.   
 
Apple says this is barely touching the tip of the iceberg and that many more new features will be 
announced, as we get closer to Lionôs unleashing next summer. 

http://tinyurl.com/2eyb25m
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Appleôs thinnest laptops are now thinner 
 
Appleôs biggest sellers are its laptops.  The MacBook Air is now even thinner after 
the company revised the line in late October.                         

 
TidBits: MacBook Air Loses Hard Drive and Debuts at $999: http://db.tidbits.com/article/11684 
Apple updates MacBook Air line: http://tinyurl.com/2f9ey97 
 
If you follow Mac products, you know that the MacBook Air is not an average 
laptop.  It comes with allïflash storage (no hard drive), is designed solely for 
wireless Internet connections (an Ethernet adapter is available), and is light, light, light.  This isnôt a 
MacBook, folks.  Itôs a MacBook Air.  Revised models include 11ïinch and 13ïinch screens. 
Hereôs what Macworldôs Jason Snell said in a recent column taking a first look at the Appleôs smallest 
laptop computer: 
 
ñI love small Mac laptops.  The smaller, the better.  Thatôs why I embraced the 12-inch PowerBook (and before 
it, the iBook).  But the 11-inch MacBook Air puts that venerated system to shame.  Itôs got roughly the same 
width and depth as the paragon of tiny Mac laptops (the 11-inch Air is almost an inch wider, but is an inch less 
deep), but of course the Air is also only seven-tenths of an inch thick at its thickest pointéò 

 
Read Jasonôs article here: http://tinyurl.com/38djva5           
Hands on with the new MacBook Air:  http://tinyurl.com/23tclz4 
 

Got iLife? Version 11 is now available  
 
The new iLife comes preinstalled on all new Macs and costs $49 for folks who 
want to upgrade to version 11.  iPhoto now has a fullïscreen mode, iMovie 
contains updated trailer templates and audio editing tools, and GarageBand 
has new recording tools and updated teaching tools. 
 
TidBits: iLife ô11 Updates Three of Its Apps: http://db.tidbits.com/article/11683 
Macworld: Learn what else is new in iLife ô11: http://tinyurl.com/24xkdpp 
Mac News Network: iLife ô11 emphasizes iPadïlike interface: http://tinyurl.com/3xtyz7v 

 

The new version of iLife requires OS X 10.6.3 or later. 
 

Google: Change your password twice a year  
 
When was the last time you changed the various passwords you use on your Mac? If you canôt 
remember, then itôs time to create new passwords, write them down, and keep them in a safe spot.   
 

Googleôs online security checklist: http://tinyurl.com/239zh4k 

 
And thereôs more.  Never reuse passwords.  Those words of wisdom come from the folks at Google.  
The search engine giant has released an online security checklist to help computer users stay one 
step ahead of the scammers. 

http://db.tidbits.com/article/11684
http://tinyurl.com/2f9ey97
http://tinyurl.com/38djva5
http://tinyurl.com/23tclz4
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The checklist contains 18 basic security tips for anyone using the Internet.  The lead threat 
researcher with the antivirus company Webroot, told Macworld: ñI change my passwords at least four 
times a year, but Iôm a security nerd and use password manager software which generates the 
passwords and reminds me to change them.ò 
 
If trying to deal with a variety of passwords seems overwhelming, check out Mac Password Manager:  
www.macpasswordmanager.com. 
 
The site above contains all kinds of information on password managers, Appleôs builtïin OS X 
Keychain, and stand alone password managers to try and keep track of those sometimes cryptic 
series of letters and numbers that can prove troublesome.   
 
Other options include:    1Password for Mac: http://agilewebsolutions.com/downloads 
     Password Dragon:   http://www.passworddragon.com/  
The Apple Blog reviews several password managers here:  http://tinyurl.com/c844j7 
 

Scientific American: Broadband service in the U.S. is lousy  

 
Americans pay a huge sum of money for Internet service that people living in the 
rest of the industrial world would label mediocre.   
 
Thatôs the conclusion of the editors at Scientific American.  An Oct. 4th article on 
the magazineôs website cites a report by the Berkman Center for Internet and 
Society at Harvard University. 

  
That report concluded that broadband Internet service in the states was slower and more costly than 
in highïtech bastions such as Japan and South Korea.  In addition, the report added the U.S.  has 
ñfallen behind infrastructureïchallenged countries such as Portugal and Italy as well.ò 
 
Ten years ago, says the article, the U.S. was near or at the top of most studies tracking broadband 
price and performance.  
 
But that all came crashing down, says the article, when the F.C.C. in 2002 reclassified broadband 
Internet service as an ñinformation serviceò rather than ñtelecommunications 
service.ò  
 
This move crippled competition according to the report.   
 
The F.C.C.  has signaled its intent to reclassify broadband Internet service as a 
telecommunications service.  The article says that would open broadband lines 
to thirdïparty competition. 
 
 

EarthDeskéPut the World on Your Desktop 
 
 Want to gaze down on Paris at night?  How about London?  Peoria?  Fort Wayne?  Lexington? 
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A software program called EarthDesk allows you to 
do that.  It also lets you view those cities and more 
than 10,000 others in broad daylight. 
 
ñImagine gazing through the window of an orbiting 
spaceship.  Now imagine having that view on your 
desktop.  Welcome to EarthDesk.ò 
 
Thatôs the message from Xeric Design, the folks 
who created EarthDesk.   
 
EarthDesk features real-time clouds (updated at 3-
hour intervals) with transparency and moonlight 
reflection, accurate sun, moon and city lighting, and 
high quality twilight shading. 
 
Among EarthDesk's highlights are eleven map 
projections, a database of 10,000 cities for centering 

the map, as well as enhanced satellite, natural satellite and political maps.  EarthDesk automatically 
updates when waking from sleep and supports multiple displays. 
 
With an internet connection, EarthDesk displays real-time global cloud cover, allowing users to track 
hurricanes and typhoons, or simply admire our beautiful planet.  User options allow you to adjust the 
overall transparency of the cloud layer. 
 
Unique to EarthDesk is accurate rendering of moonlight on the Living Earth satellite map.  To create 
this stunning effect, the phase of the moon and reflectiveness of the Earth's surface are used to 
determine correct coloring of the image, ensuring a realistic view of the Earth from space. 
 
EarthDesk 5 costs $24.95.  A 5ïUser Family License costs $39.95. 
 
You can download EarthDesk here: 
http://www.timepalette.com/earthdesk.php 
 
 

Trackball users, new 
models headed your way  
 
Ask the average Mac user what input device he uses 
(thatôs a fancy phrase for a mouse, trackpad, or trackball) 
and heôll probably say whatever came with his computer.  
As Iôve said before in this column, thereôs a better device.    
 
Itôs called a trackball.  And many folks prefer it.  In fact, 
trackball users tend to be a devoted lot.  After a CKCS 

This is how western Europe appeared 
on a quiet Friday evening in late 
October  viewed through EarthDesk 
Mac version. 
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member loaned me her trackball for a week, I was a convert.  The truth is Iôd never really used one 
before.   
 
If you want to read about the trackballôs history and more, check out Wikipedia.org: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trackball 
 

But after borrowing a trackball for one week, I never wanted to go back to a mouse. 
 
It was much more comfortable, I could use a confined space on my desk because I was no longer 
moving a mouse all over the place and it was a much more precise pointing tool. 
 
Now one of the largest trackball makers, Logitech, has released the Wireless Trackball M570. 
 
Logitech says the benefits include: 
 

¶ 18 months of use from a single AA battery 

¶ Tiny, wireless receiver that plugs into a USB port 

¶ Uses ñunifyingò technology so compatible Logitech keyboards or mice can connect using the 
same tiny, wireless receiver 

¶ Lets you control your Mac from up to 30 feet away 

¶ If you need to remove the tiny receiver from your USB port, tuck it away in the trackball next to 
the battery 

¶ Adjustable laser sensor, programmable buttons, scroll wheel, and back/forward buttons 
Kensington, another major trackball manufacturer, is also reportedly working on a new trackball to be 
available soon.   
 
The Logitech Wireless Trackball M570 can be purchased directly from Logitechôs Website in addition 
to online retailers Amazon.com, Buy.com, and Newegg.com. 
 
The M570 can be used on Macs running OS X 10.5 or later. 
 
 

TidBits  
 
One of my favorite Macïoriented news sources is called TidBits.  
It is one of the oldest Internet publications.   
 
Adam and Tonya Engst founded TidBits way back in April 1990 
and itôs been published weekly ever since.   
 
If youôd like to go back in time, read TidBits anniversary articles.  
They provide a perspective on how far weôve come: 
http://db.tidbits.com/series/1166 
 
Here are some TidBits articles that might prove useful: 
 
¶ At Apple Event, Mac OS X Gets FaceTime: http://db.tidbits.com/article/11681 
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